LDWA & TOWN COUNCIL

WORK MEETING MINUTES
May 21, 2008
The Work Meeting convened at 5:35 pm, purpose was to review the recommendations submitted from the Water Task Force Committee.  Present were LDWA Board Members Maurice Hall, Danielle Stirling, Angie Rohr, Scott Hayes (Water Manager), Joanne Dawson (recording meeting), Mayor Trudy Law and Council members Jared Westhoff, Keith Sullivan.  Also present were former LDWA Board member Susan Savage and Water Task Force Committee Chair Joy Cooney.

Maurice Hall asked Jared Westhoff to update on the status of the possible water purchase.  Jared said the asking price far exceeded that of the market value and the Town was not pursuing negotiations with the sellers at this time.  Jared said the price was based on usable water, and was three to four times higher at the asking price of $11,000 per acre share than compared to Ron Thompson (WCWCD) water at about $3,000 per acre share.

Banking of water rights was discussed and the possibilities of rather than “use or loose” the water, banking rights to use it later.

The recommendations to the Town were:

Update wet-water requirement to conform to Utah League of Cities and Towns, in which:

a)      Town determines during annexation procedures whether it is prepared to provide water to new 

          development on an equal basis, and

b)      If unable to provide water, developers are required to bring in wet water, or

c)      If able to provide water, Town may accept paper water in order to help finance infrastructure.

· Mayor and Council members should take responsibility to provide sources for all statements of information, definition, or policy to ensure accuracy of facts.

· Conduct a properly announced public hearing prior to the establishment of any ordinance or policy affecting the public in general.

· Revise/update/establish a land-use plan or general plan to guide all decisions. This general plan should serve as a handbook of rules, not suggestions, or be changed (according to Utah Code).

· Clarify the parameters of the Water Enterprise Fund, specifically real estate or other non-liquid assets.

· Involve more task-force/study group volunteerism.

· When applicable, use the Utah League of Cities and Towns, refer to Utah Code, and use other resources to ensure that decisions meet Utah law. 

· Ensure that the Water Company Assignment and Assumption Agreement printed in its entirety accompanies the mail-in ballot.
· Invite residents to participate in public dialogue concerning any locally relevant issues via an open forum (chat room) link available on the Town’s Website

Changes to the Agreement and review of the recommendations were as follows:  

1.
Mayor Law discussed including wet-water requirements in the preliminary plat when annexing land into the Town of Leeds. 

2.
TC & LDWA agreed to include a copy of the final Water Company Assignment and Assumption Agreement with the ballots and will be mailed to shareholders to vote ‘in favor of’ or ‘against’ the Agreement, and was added to paragraph 5.2 of the Agreement.

3.
Paragraph 7.1 was revised to include the following:

· To qualify as a member of the Water Board, a person must be a registered voter within the Town of Leeds.

· Should the Town Council not agree with the recommendation from the Water Board the Water board will review and forward additional names until approved by the Town Council.

· The town, through its governing body, shall delegate and authorize the Water Board to adopt a regular meeting schedule and its own policies and procedures with public review through open public meetings.  Any changes shall require the same procedure.
4.
Paragraph 7.2 of the Agreement was revised to include “assets or” in the following paragraph to read:  Voluntarily agrees to restrict the use if all revenue generated from the retail sale of culinary water or the sale of any portion of the Culinary Water System to expenditures relating to the operation, expansion, improvement, or maintenance of the Culinary Water System or the reduction of culinary water rates.  By making this covenant the Town expressly agrees not to use assets or revenues generated from the Water Department or the sale of the assets comprising the Culinary Water System for any general fund purpose of the Town as provided for in the Uniform Fiscal Procedures Act for Utah towns (Utah Code Ann.  § 10-5-101 et seq), or for any other enterprise fund maintained by the Town. 

5.
A requirement to hold a public hearing was added to the Agreement in the paragraph following Sec. 7.2.  
Recommendations from the Water Task Force Committee to LDWA would be addressed in the event the LDWA remains a separate entity (to be determined after voting is completed).  

APPROVED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL ON THE ______ DAY OF ________________, 2008.

______________________________________ 

Trudy Law, Mayor

ATTEST:  

______________________________________

Joanne Dawson, LDWA Secretary 

on behalf of 
Karen Markovich, Leeds Clerk/Recorder (absent)
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